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Rock and Mineral Shows

’m sure there are a few of you who have been to a rock show before. To those of
you who haven’t, you’re missing out on a great rock experience. It was a rock show
that first got me interested in rocks and such. We had been studying geology, and
had found out that a rock and mineral show was going to be in the area so we decided
to go. I hadn’t been all that interested when we first started, but the moment I stepped
into the hall where the event was being held changed everything. My mom gave me
ten dollars to buy some specimens, and it wasn’t more than a few minutes when I
came back begging for more money! From then on I’ve been hooked on rocks and
geology.
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I’ve been to a few shows since
then, the most recent was the Greater Detroit Gem and Mineral show
in October of last year. There were
so many interesting displays and
booths to visit, including a tent full of
fluorescent minerals, and a case full
of Herkimer diamonds. I also bought
some nice minerals for my collection
including wulfenite, bismuth and a
mineral I hadn’t seen before called
Lots of Herkimer Diamonds.
chalcanthite, which is an almost
unbelievable shade of blue. Going to shows certainly is a
lot of fun and there are so many new things to see learn and do at one. The hardest
part is finding one in your area, show are scattered all over the U.S. from California to
Florida. There are a few sites that list rock shows and the shows are usually listed by
date, meaning you have to read through all the listings to find one that’s close. Rock
magazines often have show dates, and are also packed with neat rock info. My favorite magazine is Rock n Gem, which you can find at most bookstores. The one rock
show that I really want to go to is the one that’s held early spring in Tucson, Arizona.
Though I can’t really say that there is just one Tucson show considering that there are
shows in multiple hotels all over the city of Tucson, and there are even some shows
going on in parks, parking lots, and a convention center or two. Hopefully those of
you who have yet to experience the coolness of rock shows will consider trying and
those who have, keep on going and maybe we might see each other.
Writen By Jessica Chekal

Rock of the Month

COPPER
Chemical Composition: Cu
Hardness: 2 1/2 -3
Used since ancient days, copper is the second most essential mineral in our industry today. Well know for it’s
color, copper can take many different crystal shapes. Some
of the many uses of copper are wires, pipes, money, and
the list goes on. Copper is also famous for its alloys, brass
and bronze, the later having a entire age of history named
after it. Native copper is formed in disseminated hydrothermal replacement deposits, and is usually associated with
calcite and cuprite.
Though native copper can be found in many places, but
never in a great enough concentration to be mined economically. The one exception of this is the Keweenaw peninsula
of Michigan, they had found nuggets in sizes from little bits
to a boulder weighing 420 tons. Usually mining is dependent on the many copper ores and compounds, and mines
can be found in many places. The largest of these mines
is in Chile, at Chuquicamata, where the reservers are estimated at more than 850 tons. Other notable locations are
Arizona, Utah, Montana, Tennessee, Nova Scotia, and the
island of Cyprus, first mined about 3,000 years ago and is
still a valuable resource.

Did you know???

Included in the Dead sea scrolls were two copper scrolls,
that could not be unrolled because of their oxidied condition.
The scrolls were sliced into readable peices with a tiny saw
operated under a powerful magnifying glass. Amazingly
none of the letters were lost in this process!
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Ask Jessy
QUESTIONS ABOUT GEOLOGY
Send your questions about geology, rocks, minerals and collecting to Jessy and
she’ll pick one or two questions a month to answer for you!!

Email Jessy Questions at Jessy@Rockhoundkids.com

Jesse sent me an e-mail asking “We want to get a rock tumbler or a vibratory to do the gems and stones we
find, do you recommend one?” Unfortunately, I have very little experience with tumblers and none with vibratories. A friend of mine is much more knowledgeable, so I asked him. Thus, I’m handing over the column for
today to my friend Guri. - Jessy
The best tumblers are made by Lortone and come in about 12 different sizes and configurations. They are
rotary (the ones that roll around) and can be anywhere from 1.5LB up to 12 LB., I think. I have a Lortone 3 lb.
Tumbler that suits me well. It has 2 three-pound barrels and is a good unit for someone starting out. It is the
most popular model. Vibratory tumblers are
generally for large volumes and vibrate back
and forth to achieve a smoothed look on
the stone. They’re faster and can hold more
rock at a given time, but they are much more
NOISY. Rubber barrels on either type are the
best to cut down noise. For rotary I would
recommend a Lortone 33B and vibratory a
Lot-O model tumbler. Hope this helps.
Guri

So, I hope that I have answered your question,
if not please tell me and I’ll see what I can do.
Email Jessy Questions at: Jessy@Rockhoundkids.com
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Malachite . . . My New Favorite Rock
By: Mason S. Brasher
Age: 6

I love malachite because it’s bluish green and
it looks cool! It’s kind of rough, too. I never
knew about it until I came to this website. It’s
my new favorite rock. I also like quartz. It’s
clear and it looks like an ice cube.
I have been liking and studying rocks for a
few months now. I have decided that I would
like to be a geologist when I grow up. You
listed a lot of different jobs for geologists in
your newsletter. I would like to be a marine
geologist because I like the sea and rocks,
too.
I have a purple rock right now. It looks like a
purple spiky bush. I don’t know what its name
is but I call it a purple spike. I also have another rock that’s yellow. It looks like an egg
and I call it a yellow egg. I do not know what
its real name is either. I like to draw pictures
of them.
Sometimes my friend Justin and I go hunting for rocks. We mostly find bricks!
We like to pretend that we’re digging for dinosaur bones. Maybe one day, we’ll
find a malachite rock.
Thanks for teaching me so much about rocks!

If you have an article you'd like to submit, feel free to send it to

articles@rockhoundkids.com
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Give Us A Tip Contest!!!!
Calling All Rock Hounds!
We've just launched a new site called RockHoundTips.com, full of tips and info
for rock hounds of all ages. At least we want the site to be full of tips, but one
rockhound can only come up with so many. That's were you come in. Send
us some of your own rock hound tips at jessy@rockhoundkids.com and we
will add them to the site. At the end of November, we will pick, at random, four
tips and the writers will get one of the nice specimens in the pictures below.
So start sending us those tips and maybe you'll get lucky!

Large piece of Mahogony obsidian. OR One of these lovely Quartz point clusters.
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Cool Web Links
mineralcollecting.org
This is a nice site with lots of info. They also have a forum,
show listings, mineral data, collector directory, and image
showcase. A site for active amateurs interested in minerals,
mineral collecting, and mineralogy throughout nature.

geology.wr.usgs.gov/parks/
Having recently visited a national park I found this site
very interesting. This site is all about the geology in the
national parks and includes park tours, some common topics like sand dunes and landslides, and park lists arranged
alphabetically, by state, and geologic province.

rockhoundingflorida.com
If you live in Florida, or even if you don’t, you’re sure to like
this site. Full of info about Florida minerals, rock hounding,
and locations to dig in the sunshine state. This site also
includes a forum, photo gallery, and much more making this
a great site all around.
gemstone.org
The International Colored Gemstone Association’s website
is very pretty site to visit. With lots of info on any thing gemstones including birthstones, stories, and tips. If you ever
wanted to know anything about colored gemstones than this
is the site for you.

If you find or have any websites you think should be added tell
us, and we’ll be sure to mention them.

SubmitALink@Rockhoundkids.com

• Do you have minerals and crystals all over • Do you have a rock crazy kid in your life?
your house, car, yard and dryer?
• Do you need help feeding the desire to learn
and explore the fascinating world of geology
and earth science with your children?
• Are you looking for the perfect birthday or
holiday gift for a Rockhound Kid?
• Is your child’s science fair project
involved with geology or other natural products
such as shells or fossils?
• Are you looking for the
COOLEST birthday party ideas?
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